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Прочитайте и переведите текст “Political System of the UK” 

устно. Выполните упражнения 1,2 после текста письменно.  

 

Political System of the UK 

 The legislative power belongs to Parliament. It makes laws. 

 The House of Commons is more powerful: it decides national policy. 

 The House of Lords has little political importance. 

 The executive power belongs to the Government. It executes laws 

(puts them into effect.) 

 Real power in the UK belongs to Parliament and the Government. 

 The term “constitutional monarchy” means that GB is governed by 

Parliament, and the monarch is Head of State. 

 The Queen has very little power. She has to put her signature on new 

laws even if she doesn’t like them. Her most important function is 

ceremonial. The Queen is a symbol of Britain’s long history and 

tradition. On great occasions she is driven through the streets in a 

golden carriage, guarded by soldiers. 

 She represents Britain when she meets other heads of state. Every 

autumn she opens the Parliament. Every year she speaks on TV on 
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Christmas day. She opens new hospitals, theatres and museums. After 

disasters she send messages to the families of the victims. 

 The Queen of GB is also the Head of Commonwealth and also the 

Queen of Canada, Australia, New Zealand, etc. The 

Commonwealth is an association of former members of British 

Empire (British colonies) and Britain, which was formed in 1949.  

 The British constitution is often called the unwritten constitution 

because, unlike the constitutions of most other countries it is not a 

single documents, but a set of laws. 

 The first British constitution was Magna Carta which the King 

John was forced to accept in 1215. Its fundamental principles 

formed the base of the present one. 

 

1. Answer the questions: 

1.Whom does the legislative power belong? 2. Whom does the executive 

power belong? 3. What does the term “constitutional monarchy” mean? 4. 

What does the Queen do? 5. Is the Queen of the UK also the Queen of 

some other countries? Which? 

2. Translate into Russian some information about Royal 

family: 

1. The family name of the present royal family is Windsor. 2. Queen 

Elizabeth II became Queen in 1952. 3. Her husband’s name is Prince 

Philip. 4. She has 4 children (Prince Charles, Princess Anne, Prince  

Andrew, Prince Edward) 5. The British monarchs are crowned in 

Westminster Abbey. 6. There are 600 rooms in Buckingham Palace. 7. 

Queen Victoria reigned for the longest period. 8. The royal family 

ancestors were German. The present Queen’s great-great-grand mother, 

Queen Victoria (1819-1910) was born in Britain, but her mother and her 

husband were both German. 


